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Sir: 



The Applicant does not believe that the related art set forth on the accompanying PTO-1449 
form is particularly germane and certainly such does not anticipate or make obvious the invention 
of the above-identified application. 

To the best of the recollection of the Applicant and the undersigned, neither is aware of any 
further patent or publication which might be deemed relevant to the claimed subject matter. 

Furthermore, it should also be made of record that no exhaustive effort has been undertaken 
to locate, either on the part of the Applicant or the undersigned, any patent or publication which 
might in the past have been familiar to the Applicant or the undersigned and which may be con- 
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tained in the files and/or among records concerning which neither the Applicant nor the undersigned 
has present recollection. 

Restated, so far as the undersigned and the Applicant is able to presently recall, neither is 
aware of any related art patents or publications believed to be germane in any way to the above- 
identified application other than the patents mentioned below and said patents are believed to be only 
of general interest. 

In the past, slit valves have traditionally been used in the side walls of otherwise closed 
catheter tubes to infuse or aspirate fluid. Use of such side wall slit valves has been direct to infusion 
and aspiration of liquids in the cardiovascular systems of medical patients, infusion and aspiration 
of fluids in the respiratory systems of medical patients, and infusion and aspiration in other body 
cavities. 

Disadvantageously, catheter tube side wall slit valves, when a slit of a given slit valve is 
open, sometimes the central passageway within the catheter tube is partially or totally occluded. 
Also interference can occur between the lips (adjacent to a slit) as they are flexed outwardly and the 
wall of the body cavity in which the catheter tube and slit valve are disposed, which either prevents 
the slit valve from opening or undesirably limits the extent to which it is permitted to open. 

While the Applicant and the undersigned attorney believe PTO- 1449 patents and publications 
are of general interest only, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner make his or her own 
independent search and review of the PTO 1449 art to determine for himself or herself the extent to 
which the cited publications and patents and any others located in the search by the Examiner are 
deemed to be relevant, if at all, to the presently claimed invention of the above-identified application. 
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